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was that there were many rash and reckless men at
Charleston and that if they were determined to assault
Sumter he did not know how they were to be prevented
from doing so.

Seward's aims were patriotic but futile. He wished to
save the Union without bloodshed, but the steps which he
took were almost suicidal. What the country then needed
was a jettison of compromises, and a resolution of doubts.
Providence supplied these. The bombardment of Sumter
accomplished the object as nothing else could have done.
Nothing could have been contrived so sure to awaken the
volcanic forces that ended in the destruction of slavery as
the spectacle in Charleston Harbor.ment would bring on a
